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July 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Message to the Senate Transmitting the France-United States
Extradition Treaty With Documentation
July 9, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Extradition Treaty between the
United States of America and France, signed
at Paris on April 23, 1996.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the report
explains, the Treaty will not require imple-
menting legislation.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforcement
communities of both countries. It will thereby
make a significant contribution to international
law enforcement efforts.

The provisions in this Treaty, which includes
an Agreed Minute, follow generally the form
and content of extradition treaties recently con-
cluded by the United States.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

July 9, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 10.

Statement on the New Television Rating System
July 10, 1997

Two years ago, Vice President Gore and I
challenged Congress and the television industry
to give parents new tools to control the tele-
vision children watch. We were pleased with
their response. Last year, Congress passed legis-
lation giving American families the V-chip, and
the industry developed a voluntary system of
ratings for television programs. Today these tools
are being made stronger. The television indus-
try, working with parents, has strengthened its
original rating system by agreeing to assign new
ratings that will better help families choose ap-
propriate television programming for their chil-
dren.

When Vice President Gore asked parents to
tell us how the original rating system was work-

ing—where it was succeeding, and where it
could be improved—parents told us that age-
based ratings are helpful, but that they needed
to know more about the specific programming
content. The new system gives parents more
information about the images and language con-
tained in programs and more power to screen
out violence and objectionable content.

I applaud the industry and parent groups who
have worked so hard to reach common ground.
As with any new system, we should now give
this solution—together with the V-chip—a
chance to work.
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